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Infrastructural Architecture

To be completed: June 2011

Supervisor(-s): Prof. ir. S.U. Barbieri, Assoc. prof. Tom Avermaete
Researcher:  Ir. Sanja Cvjetko Jerkovic

Summary:
Research aims not only to recover the lost relation between infrastructure and territory, but mostly to find design tools and methods for reducing the destructive power that they, especially road systems, are able to present when conceived as alienated elements, detached from the environment.By employing different theoretical positions that are in ‘civilized collision’ the study offers a complex and a dynamic description of the road networks seen as ‘joined public elements’ within the territory. 

The research’s hypothesis on Infrastructural Architecture rises as a critical idea treating the contemporary fragmented territory. It is reconsidering the basic elements related to its characterisation: the openness (conditions related to their fruition, unveiling new opportunities, installing new spatial policies), the sensuous experience (welding dimension connecting the static and dynamic, providing inputs for the design), the flexibility (of size or of offered activities stimulating relationships and exchange).

Differently from the compositional strategies based on balance between full and voids, this approach relies strongly on the relational component defining the complex urbanity. By highlighting these salient principles that aim towards changed view of road facilities, the research finally indicates how through architectural intervention the infrastructure could become sustainable, not only in ecological, but also in economical, social and cultural sense.

Civic Institutions and Urban Form. Public Building in Amsterdam

To be completed: April 2012

Supervisors: Prof. Ir. Leendert van Duin, Dr. Ir. François Claessens

Researcher: Ir. Esther Gramsbergen

Summary:
The study addresses the role of public buildings in urban transformation processes in the Dutch cities. Three subjects, studied in mutual relationship, form the basis of the analysis. First the establishment and differentiation of civic institutions, second the development of building types and third the transformation of urban patterns. 

Aim

Today local governors, city planners and architects are mainly involved in planning activities in existing urban area’s, like post-war neighbourhoods, industrial or outdated infrastructure zones. What kind of design strategy is needed to handle these kinds of assignments? How can we define an architectural project in this field? To counter these questions it can be very helpful to have an understanding of the relationship between public architectural projects and the way cities were produced and transformed over time.

Approach

By means of a series of case studies the role of urban institutions as generators of urban development is investigated for the city of Amsterdam. The series covers the main periods of transformation and the most dynamic areas in the city. The development of civic institutions for administration and trade, care and welfare, culture and education will be taken into account.

The Public Interiors of Hospitals. An Architectural Reading of a Danish Hospital 
Made Between 1963 and 1975 

To be completed: 2011

Supervisor: Professor Tony Fretton (Architectural Design – Interiors, TU Delft)

Researcher: Birgitte Louise Hansen

Summary 
The research departs from the hypothesis that while public interiors of hospitals might be conceptually simple, they are in reality complex constructions interwoven with multiple meanings and possible interpretations. The public interiors of hospitals are not merely concerned with healing and treatment but contain amongst others political issues, economical interests, social and cultural values and psychological dramas, which directly or indirectly inform the architectural design of the interior.

The nature of the investigation will be descriptive and analytical and aims at a historical and socio-cultural contextualisation of the public interior of a Danish hospital made between 1963 and 1975. It is an object-based examination of how concepts and ideas have informed the architectural means by which the hospital environment was made. The objective of the research is to investigate and discuss the relation between these concepts and ideas and the built environment in their historical development and to compare this with the current health care situation.

The study is a combination of interpretative historical analysis and case study analysis (archival studies, formal analysis and oral history).
Another Architecture in Latin America Revisited. Research Programs in the Work of Two American Architects

To be completed: January 2014

Supervisor(-s):  Prof. ir. Umberto Barbieri, Assoc. prof. Tom Avermaete
Researcher: Ir. Jorge A. Mejía Hernández

Summary 

After working in Le Corbusier’s office, where they both arrived at in 1948, the work of architects Rogelio Salmona and Shadrach Woods seems to have taken divergent paths. Nonetheless, when seen from a perspective other than the conventional, historic approach, in which the latter is regarded as a very active member of Team 10, and the first is generally grouped with fellow Latin American colleagues under a label of otherness, their buildings seem to coincide in important aspects.

Based on Stanford Anderson’s essay, entitled “Architectural Design as a Series of Research Programs,” this dissertation will try to stress on the existence of underlying procedures and inquiries common to the architecture of Salmona and Woods. 

The focus on the architectural project and its creative process as essential sources of information should allow for the construction of relations between Salmona’s and Woods’s work that seem to dilute the commonplace categories of center and periphery in a Post War cultural scenario, and instead bring interesting and useful strategies and operations, common to the work of these and several other architects working in a post CIAM environment, to the fore.
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